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Guidelines for Wedding Music 
 
Congratulations on your engagement!  Each wedding we celebrate is a parish liturgy.  We pray 
and celebrate with the couple being married in our church.  Thus, we need to observe proper 
liturgical guidelines. 
 
It is our preference that only our parish music staff provides the music.  Should the family request 
someone other than our staff, the matter must be discussed with the music director.  Musicians 
must be familiar with liturgical guidelines for selecting and ministering music for Catholic 
weddings.  In addition, experience in ministering music in a Catholic Church is required.   
 
All liturgies have an organist and a leader of song (cantor).  Additional instruments, such as flute, 
trumpet, harp, violin, etc., enhance the beauty of the liturgy even further than flowers or other 
embellishments.    
 
At St. John’s, we have established a congregation participation program, therefore, the music 
chosen must allow for such involvement.  “Solo” selections must be reserved for appropriate 
times during the mass.  Some additional points to be made initially are: 
 

 Recorded music of any kind is not allowed according to liturgical guidelines and 
federal copyright laws. 

 “Original” music is not permitted. 
 Any music from the parish missal is both appropriate and encouraged (Missals can be 

distributed to the congregation upon request).  
 
Fees 
You are responsible for booking the organist, cantor, and any supplementary musicians.  In 
addition, it is imperative that all deadlines regarding fees and music selections be met.  The 
following fees required of the St. John’s Music Ministry do not represent the fees of outside 
musicians.   
 
Organist:    $ 150 
Cantors:   
 Patrice Tiedman ………. $125 John Costa ………………. $100 
 Rui Moniz …………….. $100 Jamie Cody ……………… $100 
 Becky Couet ……………..  $100 Kristen Houde ………… $100 
   
Should a visiting musician request a rehearsal with the organist separate from an hour prior to the 
ceremony, an additional fee of $30 is required.  A deposit of $50 per musician, sent immediately 
upon booking, will insure the positions of each musician.  The remaining balance must be sent 
one month prior to the wedding date along with your finalized selections.  Please send separate 
checks made out to each musician to the church in care of Dan Davey.  
 
If you have any further questions regarding music for your wedding, please feel free to contact 
our Music Director at the above information.  
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Music Suggestions 
For wedding mass or ceremony 

 
Procession of the Mothers  

“Ave Maria” – F. Schubert 
     
Bridal Party  

 “Canon in D” – J. Pachelbel 
“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” – J.S. Bach 

 
Bridal Procession   
 “Trumpet Voluntary” – J. Clarke 

“Ode to Joy” – L.V. Beethoven 
“Trumpet Tune” – J. Clarke 
“Rondeau” – Mouret 

 “Bridal Chorus” – R. Wagner 
 
Responsorial Psalm   

“Blest Are Those Who Love You” – M. Haugen 
“This Is The Day” – M. Joncas 

 “The Lord Is Kind And Merciful” – J. Cotter 
 
*Following the vows, the liturgy ends if it is not a complete mass. The final blessing occurs and a 
Recessional piece of your choice is played. For a mass, the liturgy continues as in a normal weekend 
liturgy. 
 
Offertory 

“Come and Journey with Me” – D. Haas 
“When Love is Found” – D. Haas 
“Wherever You Go”  - D. Haas 

 “How Beautiful” – T. Paris 
 
Communion 

“Taste and See” – J. Moore 
“We Have Been Told” – D. Haas  

 “Behold the Lamb” – M. Willett 
 “The Supper of the Lord” – L. Rosania 
 
Recessional  

“Trumpet Voluntary” – J. Clarke 
“Ode to Joy” – L.V. Beethoven 
“Trumpet Tune” – J. Clarke 
“Rondeau” – Mouret 
“Wedding March” – F. Mendelssohn 

 

*The mothers and 
the Bridal Party 

may process to the 
same piece to allow 

continuity in the 
procession. 


